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The season of Advent launched a new year in the cycle 
of scripture readings on Sunday morning. Each year is 
designated by one of the Gospels: Year A is Matthew; 
Year B is Mark; and Year C is Luke. We are now in year 
C and will spend the year reflecting on the stories of 
Jesus and the stories Jesus tells in the Gospel of Luke.  

In Luke, Jesus describes the life of faith and the world of 
God through parables, which are like word-stories, 
filled with images. A parable is a word-picture which 
uses an image or story to illustrate a truth or lesson.  

 The image or comparison is central. 

 It is primitive, interesting, and easily remembered; 
and its various applications give it a continual 
freshness 

 It creates a mini-drama in picture language that 
describes the reality being illustrated. 

  It shows a likeness between the image of an illus-
tration and the object being portrayed. 

 It defines the unknown by using the known. 

  It helps the listener to discover the deeper mean-
ing and underlying truth of the reality being por-
trayed. It can be a figure of speech or comparison, 
such as "the kingdom of God ..is like a mustard 
seed ..or like yeast" (Luke 13:19, 21). 

 More commonly it is a short story told to bring out 
a lesson or moral. Jesus used simple stories or im-
ages to convey important truths about God and his 
kingdom, and lessons pertaining to the way of life 
and happiness which God has for us. 

 They commonly feature examples or illustrations 
from daily life in ancient Palestine, such as mustard 
seeds and fig trees, wineskins and oil lamps, money 
and treasure, stewards, workers, judges, and home-
makers, wedding parties and children's games. Je-
sus' audience would be very familiar with these 
illustrations of everyday life. Today we have to do 
some "homework" to understand the social cus-
toms described. 

How can ordinary everyday images and stories such as 
hidden treasure, a tiny mustard seed, a determined 

woman looking for her lost coin, a barren fig tree, the 
pearl of great price, the uninvited wedding guests, por-
tray deep and timeless truths about God and creation? 
Jesus’ parables are rooted in a specific time and place, 
yet they speak of timeless realities to people of every 
time and place. They underline the fact that God works 
in every age and meets us in the ordinary everyday sit-
uations of life. 

Jesus' parables have a double meaning.  

 First, there is the literal meaning, apparent to any-
one who has experience with the subject matter. 

 But beyond the literal meaning lies a deeper mean-
ing -- a beneath-the-surface lesson about God's 
truth and his kingdom. 

Jesus' parables often involve an element of surprise or 
an unexpected twist.  

 We are taken off guard by the progression of the 
story. 

 The parable moves from the very familiar and un-
derstandable aspects of experience to a sudden 
turn of events or a remarkable comparison which 
challenges the hearer and invites further reflection. 

 For example, why should a shepherd go through a 
lot of bother and even risk his life to find one lost 
sheep when ninety-nine are in his safe keeping? 
The shepherd's concern for one lost sheep and his 
willingness to risk his own life for it tells us a lot 
about God's concern for his children. 

Jesus told his disciples that not everyone would under-
stand his parables. To you it has been given to know 
the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for others they 
are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and 
hearing they may not hear (Luke 8:10). Did Jesus mean 
to say that he was deliberately confusing his listeners? 
No, actually Jesus was speaking from experience. He 
was aware that some who heard his parables refused to 
understand them because their hearts were closed to 
what Jesus was saying. They had already made up their 
minds to not believe. God can only be revealed to those 
who are open to the mystery that is God.  

Continued on page 3 

Parables of Luke 
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Epiphany in the Eastern Churches is the celebration of the 
baptism of our Lord. Epiphany is a Greek word which means 
a “manifestation” or “appearance of God” because on this day 
we celebrate the appearance or manifestation of Christ 
among us as God’s son and because for the first time in the 
Bible, the Holy Trinity was revealed, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit at the baptism of the Son.  

Tradition in Lebanon is to keep the Christmas tree and deco-
rations till after the 6th of January, for two reasons, for the 
Armenian Churches to celebrate their Christmas  on January 
6 (Armenians in Lebanon are large community, around 4% 
of the population) and for the rest of Christian Churches to 
celebrate Epiphany. 

Christians in Lebanon and the Middle East believe that just at 
midnight, Jesus visits the different houses in order to bless 
and bring true the different wishes. Therefore, it is neces-
sary, despite the cold weather, to keep open the doors and 
windows, and to keep on all lights and candles as well. 
Around 11:00pm or 11:30pm, people start praying, kneeling 
before the manger till midnight, getting ready to receive the 
Lord and to implore his pity and his forgiveness. The prayers 
are said together with wishes. It is very bad to be sleeping 
then. It's believed that with the crossing of the Lord all trees 
bow down with the exception of the fig tree, cursed by Jesus 
because it was fruitless when he was hungry.  

At the beginning of the evening, as a good omen, a dough of 
flour is prepared without yeast in which a piece of money is 
placed, and the cross sign is drawn, yeast is prepared with 

small coins in it and hung on a plant or a tree outside the 
house in a small bag. There is a belief that Christ will be pass-
ing at midnight to bless homes and the hanging yeast balls It 
means the daily bread is blessed and the income will in-
crease.  

People greet each other during Epiphany by saying “Deyim 
Deyim”, which is an old saying to wish others “blessings all 
year long”. Sweets, are also prepared on that day, made from 
special dough, which they make in different shapes that they 
dip and fry in boiling oil, as a symbol that reminds us how 
Jesus got into the water of the Jordan River to get baptized 
by John. 

I used to wait till midnight and hear the bells of the churches 
in my neighborhood ringing to announce the midnight Mass 
for who would like to attend, or simply to remind us of Jesus 
passing to bless our homes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany traditional sweets  

 Happy New Year! We have not yet closed the books for 
2018; as a result, I can’t give you an update other than to let 
you know that we were right on budget through the end of 
November. If that holds, we will end the year with an approx-
imately $25,000 deficit, about $10,000 of which will be offset 
by the 2017 cash carryover and the balance of which will 
likely be paid out of the Endowment Fund, consistent with 
recent past practice. The Finance Commission will be work-
ing on the 2019 budget at its meeting on Thursday, January 
10, which will then be presented to, modified by and adopted 
by the Vestry on Saturday, January 12. I will present a 2018 
financial recap and the 2019 budget at a Financial Forum on 
Sunday, January 13.  

One last item to highlight: Online giving is now active and 
available through the Christ Church website (look for the 
“ONLINE GIVING Click Here” link on the Home page). We are 
currently able to accept donations by credit or debit card and 
should be able to accept donations via ACH (electronic with-
drawal from bank accounts) soon. For 2019, the Church will 
bear the transaction costs and we will revisit that topic at the 
end of the year once we have a year’s worth of online giving 
activity. Many thanks to Michael Mroczyk and Erin Biggs for 
their tireless efforts in helping to make this a reality after 
nearly a year of work.  

Financial Corner 
By Kevin Green, Treasurer 

A Word From Our Curate 
By Curate Halim 

Christmas at the Food Pantry 
By Erin Biggs 

A big thank you to all who donated to the Christmas meals, volunteered to help distribute food, the families of Chapel Day 
Preschool and the pantry committee.  We handed out food to 49 families this Christmas, including 24 hams and 25 turkeys.   

The children from Chapel Day Preschool  came to the food pantry to bring their food donations throughout the week before 
Christmas.  They were able to see how we are able to help those in need around us.  The children were excited that they were 
helping other children to have a happier Christmas.  
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The parables of Jesus will open us up to God’s presence 
and God’s invitation to us to work with God when we 
avail ourselves with open hearts and minds. Our will-
ingness to muddle through, pondering and discussing 
what God is doing helps us deepen our understanding 
and stay open to possibility.   

When reflecting on Jesus’ parables it is important to 
not get too bogged down in the details of the story. 
Sometimes the details are clear enough, but often they 
are obscure (for example, why would a rich man allow 
his dishonest steward to take care of his inventory; see 
Luke 16:1-8). Parables do not make every detail fit per-

fectly. Often there is a single point, although even that 
can change each time a person hears and reflects on a 
parable. These are living stories, and their meaning is 
continually being revealed to us.  

As we reflect on the stories of Jesus this year through 
the Gospel of Luke, pay attention to what you may be 
hearing anew. What surprises you? What confuses you? 
How is God speaking to you through these stories? . 

 In Peace, 
 Pastor Terri 

Parables of Luke Continued from front page 

In the Vestry meeting on December 9, 2018 Carolyn Black-
more gave an update on the annual Rector Evaluation pro-
cess. This will allow more visibility of Terri’s work and en-
sure parish support of her Ministry.  The Senior Warden con-
ducts this process and small group has been invited to pro-
vide input.  Pastor Terri will follow a similar model for annu-
al staff evaluations in 2019. 

Carolyn has updated a ‘Consolidated Application for Funds’ 
form. This form is intended to be the ‘one stop’ for parishion-
ers and groups seeking funding for an initiative or project.  It 
has been designed so that it does not require ‘expert’ 
knowledge of possible sources of funding (for example, 
which Christ Church dedicated or restricted fund might be 
used). Page one captures information about the sponsoring 
group, individuals responsible for the spending, describes 
the project or initiative, the amount of request and how suc-
cess will be measured & shared with parishioners. Page two 
tracks support of key Church Officers, records the Vestry 
review and decision and follows up with the check request.  
Michael Mroczyk has updated an attachment that is to be 
appended to any request for funds related to the Greenwood 
Renaissance Fund, to ensure these requests align with the 
Renaissance implementation framework.  

Vestry took time to provide feedback as part of the evalua-
tion phase of the Annual Stewardship Campaign; what had 
worked well, what could be improved and other ideas for 

future years.  The group also reviewed status and plans for 
the three Renaissance implementation teams that are now 
starting their work (Social Justice, Spirituality and Deepening 
Relationships). 

The final check ($450) for the Liberia S.C.H.O.O.L project has 
been taken to Liberia by Daniel Pawa.  There are no fund 
raising activities planned for this initiative at present.  Vestry 
members agreed that it would be good to have an update 
about the project at a future adult forum and also as a Couri-
er article. 

Kevin Green, Treasurer and Chair of the Finance Commis-
sion, joined Vestry for a review of 2018 financials to end No-
vember and an early view of the 2019 budget requests.  2018 
Finances are updated elsewhere in this month’s Courier.  The 
Full year 2018 deficit may be about $15,000, after applying 
carry over cash from 2017 and will be funded from the En-
dowment.  The initial projection for 2019 is for a deficit of 
$40,000+.  The budget will be finalized by Vestry at its Janu-
ary 12, 2019 meeting and presented to parishioners at the 
adult forum on Sunday January 13, 2019. 

As a reminder, draft Vestry minutes are posted on the notice 
board opposite the Church office and posted on the 
‘members only’ section of the Church web site once they are 
final and approved (usually at the following Vestry meeting).  

Vestry Happenings: From the Recording Secretary 
By Nicholas Bell 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Annual Meeting at Christ Church will be Sunday, January 
27 following the 10 a.m. service. We will gather in the Fellow-
ship Hall for a light breakfast, review reports from the previ-

ous year, review our budget for 2019 and elect new Vestry 
members. 

The Vestry is the governing body of a church within the Epis-
copal Church. The Vestry and Rector are charged with devel-
oping and advancing the Mission and Ministries of Christ 
Church. Bio’s of the slate of Vestry members will be published 
in the January Courier. The annual meeting is the day we 
gather to celebrate the year past, honor our ministries and 
the work we have done, and give thanks for the time and 
commitment of the Vestry.  
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A Note From Our Intern 

By Mitch Yudasz 

In November we celebrated the 100th anniversary of Ar-
mistice Day, the end of World War I, the Great War. This 
reminds me of a book I read recently called, “What it is 
like to Go to War” by Karl Marlantes. Mr. Marlantes was a 
Second Lieutenant in the USMC. In his book, “What it is 
like to Go to War” he writes that spirituality takes you to a 
dangerous place and back. Of civilian life now, he says 
there are not a lot of legitimate ways for a 21st. century 
man to go and do something and be spiritual in a formal 
setting. Because childbirth can be a dangerous place for a 
woman it is one way women may encounter spirituality 
and danger. A dangerous place is part of the author's idea 
in being spiritual. 

Single handling a sail boat across an ocean or climbing a 
mountain may be "usual ways" for a man in the modern 
world to be spiritual in a dangerous way. Indigenous peo-
ples have ceremonies that allow for men to become better 
members of the tribe. The Paituty Ceremony, of the South 
West Indians is one of the ceremonies that are 
known.  Even there with the Paituty Ceremony, it has two 
men to safeguard the one taking the drug. The ceremony 
is useful and safe.  

I wanted to hear in depth the stories they always bring 
out on War Anniversaries. The church prayer in English 

Churches for the Service Men always seemed to have 
more understanding than the USA prayer, about service 
in harm's way. England is no more than about 70 miles 
from the sea at any point. The USA, is vast and may be 
1500 miles from the sea at any point. I got the feeling 
that people as a percentage in the USA really cared less 
than the people in England. 

Interviews I have seen on PBS shows with Americans, 
that have experienced war, know and feel the sentiment 
that most of the populous do not care to really listen. I can 
quote two military people, and one civilian in a war pris-
oner camp that will attest to the fact that people in gen-
eral do not care to listen. Thus, I wonder if the Veterans 
Affairs problem recently in the news, is a result of this not 
caring. 

I have had a connection with four men who were affected 
by American Military Service. I can see how they have 
been largely ignored by the world at large. Two died, one 
temporarily lost his mind, and one came out without visi-
ble wounds. These people are a ministry that is looking 
for people to listen to them. Perhaps there is an oppor-
tunity at Christ Church for a group like this?  

Vestry Reflection  
"What It Is Like To Go To War", by Karl Marlantes,  
Review and Reflection  
By James Thornton 

First, I would like to thank everyone for their well wishes, 
thoughts, and prayers, on the occasion of my ordination 
on December 8.  It was a very busy day - one that seems 
like a blur, but probably one of the best days of my life.  
While it seemed like it was a long time coming, it was an 
incredible experience.  As I’ve told people, the journey and 
the process have been the most important.  Ordination to 
the diaconate was not a goal, but a milestone.  I have the 
wonderful people - my family - of Christ Church to thank 
for much support and guidance leading up to this.  Terri 
provided, and continues to provide, and amazing for-
mation.  I am truly blessed! 

Being able to serve as the deacon for Christmas was amaz-
ing!  While many people say they don’t feel different after 
being ordained, I have to say that I most certainly did.  It 
was indeed a very humbling experience to be able to pro-
claim Luke’s Christmas Gospel four times between Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.  It did make for a busy Christ-
mas, but a spectacular one nonetheless.   

As of this point until further notice, I remain the intern at 

Christ Church - but in the role of a deacon.  As Terri ex-
plained my first Sunday as deacon, the role of this or-
dained office is to be a servant of the people.  A deacon 
proclaims the gospel, may offer the prayers of the people 
(which is collective prayer of all the people,) sets the table 
for Eucharist, sends forth those taking the Eucharist to 
homebound parishioners, and sends the people forth into 
the world at the dismissal.  The words I used on the Sun-
day after Christmas, our worship has ended - our service 
begins, invites everyone to journey with the deacon into 
the world in the service of Christ.  It is a privilege for me 
to serve in this capacity at Christ Church! 

As we move forward, I will learn more of what my short-
term future may hold when I have my meeting with Bish-
op Gibbs at Ministry Retreat January 10-12.  While many 
have remained at their parish until ordination to the 
priesthood, others have been moved to a place where they 
are needed during this period.  Please pray for me (and 
my fellow ordinand Anthony) in whatever capacity we are 
called to serve during this period!  
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January Celebrations 

BIRTHDAYS 

Vera Fakhouri JAN 2 

Barbara Markowski JAN 2 

Audrey Laude JAN 4 

Bob Smith JAN 6 

June Anderson JAN 7 

Daniel Hipp JAN 7 

Joyce Faulds JAN 11 

John Kery JAN 11 

Sharon Smith JAN 12 

Izabella Stanis JAN 12 

Barbara Brandenburg JAN 17 

Matthew Sallman JAN 17 

Eunice Buzby JAN 19 

Aaron Phillips JAN 19 

Elizabeth Boyar JAN 21 

 

Margaret Breil JAN 26 

Frederick Sheill JAN 26 

Deborah Taylor JAN 28 

Patrick Mulkern JAN 29 

Nan Giovannini JAN 30 

Carol Peterson JAN 30 
 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Dennis Kirchoff & Susan Bennett JAN 

16 (9) 

Calendar Highlights 

FEBRUARY COURIER SUBMISSIONS 
Submit news and articles for the  
February issue  of the Courier by  

January  21st to  
 office@christchurchdearborn.org.   

Please add Courier to the subject line. 

Fellowship 
COFFEE HOUR 
Sunday, 11:15am 

Refreshments in Fellowship Hall follow-
ing the 10 am service.  The sign-up sheet 
is downstairs if you would like to host a 
Sunday. 
 

ST. MARY’S OF BETHANY PRAYER 
GROUP 
Tuesday, 10:30am 
Intercessory prayer offered for the 
needs of those on our current and sus-
taining prayer lists.  Names are read at 
the 11 am Tuesday Eucharist in the 
Chapel. 

Young People 
CHILDREN’S PRAYER ROOM 
Sunday at 10:05am for 3-9 year olds 
during the 10am service.  The children 
leave the church together and meet in 
the Prayer Room for a child friendly ser-
vice with stories and crafts, then return 
to church for communion.  Please con-
tact the church office at 313-565-8450 
or  office@christchurchdearborn.org. 

Health 
MARTIAL ARTS 
Adult Classes 
Wednesday 7pm 
Sunday 2pm 

 

 

STRETCHING CLASS 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturday month-
ly at 10:30am.  Michael Mroczyk, leader 
of  our Martial Arts Group, is offering 
coaching in a method of effective, dy-
namic, facilitated stretching for all            
interested persons.  The sessions are 
open.  The greatest benefit will be for 
those whose range of motion has atro-
phied.  Come dressed comfortably.  The 
sessions are free of charge.  Donations  
to Christ Church are welcome. 
 

YOGA 
Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15pm, Room 213 
This is a beginner level hatha class. Ha-
tha links movement with breath.  If you 
have a yoga mat, please bring it. The 
sessions are free of charge.  

Upcoming Events 
January 

Jan 5 League of Women Voters 10am 
Jan 7 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Jan 8 AAUW 2pm 
Jan 8 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Jan 10 Finance 7pm 
Jan 10 Building Use Group 7pm 
Jan 11 Team 2 6:30pm 
Jan 12 Vestry 9am 
Jan 12 Chi Running 1pm 
Jan 13 Financial Forum 
Jan 13 Sonneman Studio Recital 3pm 
Jan 14 Chapel Day Board 6:30pm 
Jan 17 League of Women Voters 7pm 
Jan 18 Special Olympics 6:30pm 
Jan 21 Pray,Fast,Act 
Jan 26 League of Women Voters 10am 
Jan 27 Annual Meeting 

February 
Feb 2 League of Women Voters 10am 
Feb 2 Pellegrino Party 
Feb 4 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Feb 5 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Feb 5 AAUW 7:30pm 
Feb 15 League of Women Voters 8:30am 
Feb 18 Chapel Day Board 6:30pm 
Feb 21 Pray,Fast,Act 
 

March 
Mar 2 League of Women Voters 10am 
Mar 4 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Mar 5 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Mar 5 AAUW 7:30pm 
Mar 18 Chapel Day Board 6:30pm 
Mar 21 Pray,Fast,Act 
Mar 21 League of Women Voters 7pm 

Vestry  
Nominations 

 

The Nominations Committee is 
pleased to announce a complete 
slate of candidates for the three 
open vestry positions. They are: 
Darrell Donakowski, Chris Ventu-
ra and Jean Angel. Short biog-
raphies of the nominees are 
found in this Courier. Thank you 
to all three members for their 
willingness to serve the parish in 
this way. 
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Vestry Nominee Bios 

Jean Angel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

My name is Jean Angel.  I have attended Christ Episcopal 
since 2000 with my husband Andy and our sons Daniel and 
Oliver.   We have participated in Christian education as Sun-
day school and prayer room teachers for 14 years.  Our fami-
ly is active in Scouting with Troop 1147; Andy serving as 
Scoutmaster and I represent the church on the troop commit-
tee.  We are grateful for Christ Episcopal Church’s support for 
Scouts, League of Women Voters, Alcoholics Anonymous, 
Chapel Day, the food pantry and other community outreach 
programs.  I am a physical therapist at Beaumont Wayne and 
our children attend Dearborn High School and DCMST pro-
gram. 

I am interested in serving in the Vestry  because I find spiritu-
al growth and community formation opportunities here at 
the church and want to support the church and its mission.  I 
value the people that I know in the church and look forward 
to working to keep the church community strong and active 
serving the greater Dearborn community. 

 

Darrell Donakowski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My name is Darrell Donakowski. I have only been a member 
of Christ Church for a bit over a year but have (infrequently) 
attended services for a few years. For the last eight years, I 
have owned a home on Sheridan, but have been part of the 
Dearborn community for over 25 years. I was employed by 
the University of Michigan for 21 years; first, as a data archi-
vist and then as the Study Director for the American National 

Election Studies) (electionstudies.org). I am currently the 
Precinct Delegate to the Democratic Party for my neighbor-
hood (Precinct 35).  

Years ago, I was a member of St. Stephen Roman Catholic 
Church in SW Detroit. I was a liturgical minister and for two 
years served on the Parish Council. I have truly enjoyed being 
a member of Christ Church, and now sit on the Baptized for 
Life Committee. I appreciate how welcoming the Church has 
been to me and have made many new friends here. I also feel 
that I have received more spiritual guidance and have 
learned much more here, than in any other part of my jour-
ney. If you have any questions for or about me, please let me 
know.  

 

Chris Ventura 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello…  My name is Chris Ventura (the one on the right in the 
picture) and I would like to be considered for one of the open 
Vestry positions at Christ Episcopal Church.  I’d like to join 
the Vestry to help with the behind the scenes activities that 
help Christ Church feed people in mind, body, and spirit, 
while at the same time bettering myself in my spiritual jour-
ney.  I believe my faith and background working alongside 
diverse individuals from the shop floor to the executive team 
has given me experience to tackle the challenges that we as a 
church community face.  My wife Leah (left), our son Llewyn 
(middle), and our dog (not pictured, a beagle named Enzo, 
who we rescued in January 2014 from the Dearborn Animal 
Shelter) have been members of Christ Church for almost 4 
years.  I graduated from the University of Michigan – Dear-
born with a Bachelor of Business Administration with an Ac-
counting concentration.  For the past 4 years I have worked 
as a Cost Analyst at Bayloff Stamped Products (a metal 
stamper and fabricator) in Belleville, MI.  Previously I spent 
nearly 10 years working in various accounting and financial 
analysis roles at the Dearborn steel mill, Severstal North 
America (now AK Steel).  When time allows, we enjoy travel-
ling to Northport (a little town in Northern Michigan) explor-
ing hiking trails and kayaking.  A fun little fact about me is 
that I really enjoy shoveling snow, just something about the 
peace and quiet and the sense of accomplishment seeing a 
cleared driveway and sidewalk. 
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Thank you note from  
Mother of the Savior 

 

Dear Christ Episcopal Church 

Please accept our sincere thanks for the excellent 
support provided in organizing and hosting our 
Christmas  Eve Mass and Christmas dinner. Your 
hospitality and efforts made our celebration a glo-
rious one. 

We believe this is what Incarnation is about, com-
ing together as God’s people to share our joy, hope 
and peace.  

Thank you for your gracious hospitality and wel-
coming space.  

Mother of the Savior Lutheran Church 

The Vestry 

The Vestry serves as the governing body of the parish. Its 
primary focus is advancing the church’s mission to seek 
and serve Christ in the world. Leading on the Vestry is 
different than leading in the secular world because Jesus 
has called us to participate in his life’s work of disman-
tling power systems that oppress others and to open the 
boundaries of who belongs, to work for justice and peace 
in the world. The Episcopal Church has defined our mis-
sion on page 855 of the BCP as bringing all people to unity 
with God through Christ. 

The Vestry works with the Rector to develop and grow 
the Mission and Ministries of the parish. In 2018 we 
adopted three Renaissance Goals aimed at revitalizing the 
parish: Deepening Spiritual Lives; Growing Relationships 
in Community; and Engaging in Social Justice. 

At Christ Church our vision is grounded in our baptismal 
covenant reminds us to care for others, to share, and be 
the hands and heart of Christ in the world.  Simply said, 
our mission is to feed people in body, mind, and spirit, 
which connects to what Jesus says in the Gos-
pels, whenever you feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit 
those who are sick or in prison, and tend the needy you do 
this to me. And whenever you do not feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, visit those sick or in prison you do not do this to 
me.  

The vision regardless of the how a community defines 
their mission, is how we imagine living into that mission 
as expansively and generously as possible.  

Vestry Responsibility:  
Envisioning - creating vision for the future, along with 

strategies to enliven the mission 

Engaging - Getting people to understand and commit to 
the vision/mission 

Empowering - enabling others to make the vision/
mission real  

Energizing - generating enthusiastic, inspired, deter-
mined efforts 

Exemplifying - modeling the visions/mission and the 
desired values and behaviors  

The Vestry is composed of elected members of the parish 
who serve a staggered three year term. Each parish deter-
mines in their bylaws the number of Vestry members, any 
number from six to twelve. Two of the Vestry members, in 
the Diocese of Michigan, are raised up by the Vestry to 
serve as the Wardens. Each year at the annual meeting the 
congregation elects new members to serve on the Vestry. 
Prior to the election each nominee must agree to serve 
and have their name put forth. The Rector serves as the 
Presiding Officer or President of the Vestry. The Rector, 
along with the Wardens, organizes each Vestry meeting, 
and the Rector runs the meeting.  No Vestry meeting can 
be held without the Rector present. Minutes from the Ves-
try meetings are always posted in the glass case on the 
wall between the first floor kitchen and women’s bath-
room. 

Vestry members are elected by the parish at the Annual 
Meeting. The annual meeting this year will be Sunday, Jan-
uary 27 at 11:30am. We will celebrate our ministries, re-
view 2018, and elect new Vestry members.  
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