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“Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the king-
dom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you 
took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw 
you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you some-
thing to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger 
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 
family,* you did it to me.” Matthew 25:34-40 

I like this passage in the Gospel of Matthew because it is a 
powerful reminder that how we treat one another is the 
same as if we were responding to Jesus himself. I believe that 
God chooses to act in this world through humankind. And, I 
also believe that God tries to shows up in each and every per-
son. People have the ability to ignore God’s presence. We also 
have the ability to try and be the hands and heart of Christ in 
the world. 

Over the last eighteen months a group of us have been 
prayerfully discerning what our purpose is as Christ Episco-
pal Church in Dearborn.  Some of us have specifically been 
seeking to follow God’s desire for Christ Church and Mother 
of the Savior. These have included members of Christ 
Church’s Vestry and Baptized for Life team. It also includes 
members of Mother of the Savior and their leadership. And, it 
includes our clergy, Pastor Terri and Curate Halim, Bishop 
Gibbs and Bishop Kreiss of the ELCA. Also involved have 
been diocesan staff and Lutheran Synod staff. We’ve been 
praying and listening, talking and sharing thoughts, hopes, 
and ideas.  

As I write this Curate Halim is still in Lebanon waiting for the 
US Embassy to approve his passport renewal. Despite the 
distance between us, we are planning to grow an intentional 
Partnership in Faith between Mother of the Savior and Christ 
Church, beginning this fall. Our vision will involve forging 
our way into the terrain of deep relationship building. We 

will need to become more inter-culturally adaptive. Evidence 
supports the very real potential that in doing this, each con-
gregation will become more whole and vibrant as we live 
into God’s desire. We imagine becoming A Partnership in 
Faith, sharing an Intercultural Community Center (the build-
ing and property) that Feeds People in Mind, Body, and Spir-
it.  

There are two primary ways this partnership will be sup-
ported by both parishes. One way is through the formation of 
a covenant team. The covenant team will be comprised of 
Pastor Terri and Curate Halim; Wardens from CECD and 
Council President and VP from MotS; and one additional 
member at large from each congregation. This team of eight 
people will meet regularly, pay attention to what is working 
well and what needs to be worked on, and eventually draft a 
Covenant of Partnership in Faith with Jim Gettel and the 
Bishop. 

The second way this partnership will be supported is 
through the Baptized for Life (BfL) project. BfL is an initiative 
of Virginia Theological Seminary, funded by the Lily Endow-
ment. VTS’s initiative is to encourage congregations within 
the Episcopal Church to live out their baptism by taking bold 
actions within their context. For Christ Church we believe 
that the bold action we are being called to take to live out our 
baptism and grow disciples is through this burgeoning   

Continued on next page 
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Continued from front page 
relationship with MotS. By sharing a building and living to-
gether we will stretch our intercultural awareness. Each con-
gregation will retain its own identity, we are not merging or 
blending congregations, we are sharing a building and grow-
ing a partnership in faith. We will, from time to time partici-
pate in bi-lingual worship services and other events.  

The primary way the BfL is going to support this partnership 
is through hosting dinners using a framework for conversa-
tion called, “Eating Together Faithfully (ETF).” These will be 
a series of 8 Eating Together Faithfully meals beginning this 
fall. In the process of sharing a meal we will also study scrip-
ture and learn about one another’s food, cultures and tradi-
tions. Attending the meal will be people from both CECD and 

MotS. More information with dates for the meals will be com-
ing soon. The Baptized for Life team is planning on 3 or 4 
Eating Together Faithfully (ETF) meals this fall and 4 in  the 
winter/spring. Please note that when you sign up you will 
need to commit to all 8 ETF gatherings. Of course things hap-
pen and you may need to miss a meal, but the intent is to 
have consistency in attendance so real interpersonal for-
mation can take place. The meals will be repeated so if you 
miss the first series of 8, we will hold them again in the sum-
mer of 2020 and possibly the fall/winter of 2020/2021 .  

 In Peace, 
 Pastor Terri 

Worship With Music 
By Carolyn Blackmore 

The choir is looking forward to our return to the main 
sanctuary for Sunday Worship with Music, at 10am. We 
are preparing three anthems for the Season of Creation: 
September 8 through October 6, 2019. 

September 8    A Canon of Praise by Natalie Sleeth 

September 22 Creation Carol by Katie and   
  Benjamin Harlan 

October 6 The Kingdom by Andre Thomas 

Come and enjoy the music!  

Yoga is back at Christ Church this September 

Yoga has been happening at Sattva Yoga Center all 
summer long, but will be returning to Christ Church on 
Tuesday, September 17. 

This is an all abilities class that runs from 7:15 to 8:15 
every Tuesday night.  All are invited, so bring a friend! 

If you have any questions, please contact Margaret 
Green. 

I hope that you have enjoyed your summer! As usual, 
attendance and income declined over the summer as 
parishioners took well-deserved vacations and enjoyed 
the season. Despite the lagging income ($9,000 behind 
YTD budget), we are currently approximately $4,000 
better than the year-to-date budget overall (see accom-
panying table) due to reduced expenses ($13,000 lower 
than budgeted), including the absence of a permanent 
Music Director. As with our household budgets, expens-
es will increase over the fall and winter as the weather 
turns colder and snowier. To the extent possible, we’d 
appreciate everyone attempting to bring their pledges 
current as we enter our program year. 

Apart from the budget, we have been blessed with 
many other funds that are available for special projects, 

including the Renaissance Goals ($81,000) and Com-
munity Development, including interfaith and intercul-
tural relations ($24,000). Accordingly, the Vestry is 
looking for fresh ideas, together with renewed energy 
and people to implement them. Please put on your 
thinking caps and contact the Clergy and/or Vestry 
with your thoughts and suggestions. 

Financial Update: Income Trails Budget 
By Kevin Green, Treasurer 

7/31/2019 
YTD  

ACTUAL 

YTD  
BUDGET 

2019 
BUDGET 

INCOME $147,929.49 $156,734.78 $286,513.00 

EXPENSE $176,247.01 $189,131.55 $318,879.00 

NET ($28,317.52) ($32,396.77) ($32,366.00) 
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Experience God in Waiting 
By Curate Halim 

One reality of life is waiting; waiting for someone to show 
up, for something to happen, for things to change. Another 
reality of life is that most of us do not like waiting. I’m 
writing this article, as I’m waiting for my visa application 
to be processed by the US embassy in Beirut, which will 
enable me to return back to Dearborn upon receiving the 
approval for my working visa. 

Sometimes it seems like life is noth-
ing more than waiting. As children, 
we wait for holidays, summer vaca-
tion, and to grow up. As adults, we 
wait for just the right job, that spe-
cial someone who will make our life 
complete, a promotion, retirement. 
Some people wait for the test re-
sults, others for a cure. Some wait 
for the day the pain will stop and 
the grief will end. Others wait for 
the answer to their prayers. Many of 
us wait for that day when we have 
enough time, enough money, 
enough freedom, and the day we 
will live happily ever after. Some-
times it seems as if humanity has 
waited from the beginning of crea-
tion for peace, and the end of war, 
hunger, and poverty. 

Waiting takes place every day. Each 
of us could name the things or peo-
ple for which we wait. Sometimes 
we live with the overwhelming feel-
ing of waiting but with no clear the 
idea of what we are waiting for. 

When I look at my waiting time,  I 
realize that I generally don’t wait in 
patience, the tragedy is that in doing 
so I lose the present moment. That’s 
part of what makes waiting so pain-
ful and difficult. 

Waiting often brings fear and anxie-
ty about what will happen. We are 
troubled by the unknown and lack 
of control. Waiting brings sadness, anger, or guilt about 
things that have happened, or the things done and left 
undone. As difficult as our present circumstances maybe, 

that’s the only place where we can ever be fully alive. It is 
the only place we can truly experience God. 

Everyone, everywhere, in every age waits. Jesus does not 
eliminate waiting. Jesus had told the crowd in Luke’s gos-
pel (Luke 12: 32-40), “Be like those waiting for their mas-
ter to return.” Jesus teaches us that waiting is not simply 

about passing time. Jesus sees 
waiting as an act of faithfulness; 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the assurance of things not seen. 

Jesus is teaching us how and 
where to wait. He’s inviting us to 
be present to God who is always 
already present. He’s inviting us to 
be present to the reality of God in 
each other, in the world, and in 
ourselves. This is the God who is 
present in the ordinary circum-
stances of our lives, even in our 
waiting. 

Jesus responds to our impatience 
by saying, “I am here, and I will be 
here, in the most unexpected 
hour.” The hour praying for a mir-
acle; the hour in which we wait for 
clarity and a way forward; the 
hour waiting for the grief to end 
and life to return to normal; the 
hour in which it seems as if noth-
ing is happening, life is not the 
way we want, and there is no-
where to go. 

As I wait to return back to Christ 
Church and to Mother of the Sav-
ior, to return back to Dearborn 
and to see you all. I’m waiting in 
hope that Jesus will work through 
this waiting, so I will be able to 
wait in patience and to spend my 
time in learning and enjoying the 
company of my family and friends. 

I ask your prayers and I look for-
ward to seeing you all soon. 

From Beirut with Love 

OCTOBER COURIER SUBMISSIONS 
Submit news and articles for the October issue  of the Courier  
by September 20th to  office@christchurchdearborn.org.   

Please add Courier to the subject line. 

At Qadisha Valley ( Holy Valley) North of  Leba-
non 

A Unesco World  Heritage- Listed site that is 
home to isolated rock cut monasteries, wild-
flowers and plenty of wild life.  
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On Sunday, September 8, Christ Church begins the new pro-
gram year. This is marked by the change back to Sundays 
with two indoor services (8:00am in the chapel and 10:00am 
in the sanctuary), as well as the resumption of children's 
Prayer Room, Sunday afternoon Adult Forums and other 
programs that break for the summer. For years, we've cele-
brated this day with a festive potluck after the 10:00am ser-
vice. With this year's potluck, the Strengthening Community 
Relations Renaissance Team hopes to make our meal ex-
tra special. We've sent invitations to people and groups who 
use the premises for any reason, and to Christ Church mem-
bers who may not have been able to attend services recently. 
We would love for parishioners to bring along friends and 
family, and envision this year's brunch as a “Community Sun-
day.” The event will remain a casual brunch focused on fel-
lowship, but we'll also highlight some of the many activities 
that take place under our roof.  

The brunch will take place after the 10:00am service, sched-
uled to begin at approximately 11:15am in the Fellowship 
Hall. Childcare will be provided. Come as you are. All are wel-
come! 

As in previous years, a main dish will be provided, along with 
coffee, tea and juice. We're asking parishioners to bring a 
favorite brunch item to share. Signup sheets for food contri-
butions and volunteer help are available at the church, or 
you may also contact the church office. On September 8, food 
contributions can be brought to the Fellowship Hall kitchen 
(downstairs) before the service.  

Happy Autumn everyone! My most favorite time of year.  

I would just like to remind folks that leaf raking is just 
around the corner,  (which is somewhat of a monumental 
task) therefore as always I welcome help in that area espe-
cially around November.  

Also I still have some painting projects around the building 
that I hope to get done by winter. In particular; the eave 
painting on the east end of choir room, and back porch area 
of the sexton residence. Also I have a strong desire to repaint 
the fellowship hall before our new liturgical season. This job 
could be done with just a couple volunteers and a couple 
days work. It is much needed and our goal is to brighten up 
the place, make it more warm and cheerful. 

Another project that has been getting pushed back is help 
installing a new cover on our existing “tent shed”. Probably a 
3 person project involving a couple hours. 

These projects are not particularly time consuming, nor la-
bor intensive. But for one person it becomes so. 

Also keep in mind with the proposed increase in parish 
events, I will need some added help with set up, dishes, 
cleanup, etc. 

Remember that this is your church and can only grow by 
active participation and personal responsibility. 

As always I am grateful for my position and my opportuni-
ties to serve God, his children, and his house.  

Peace, light, and love.  

Community Brunch Potluck 
By Chris Burkhalter 

Notes From Your Sexton 
By John Jones 

Coffee Hour Sign Up 
Coffee hour resumes September 15.  Our goal is to 
offer hospitality, coffee and simple refreshments.  
Please sign up for a Sunday.  A more elaborate Cof-
fee Hour for a birthday or anniversary is welcome. 

Open Enrollment 

Do you have a friend or family member looking for a 
preschool this fall?  Chapel Day Preschool, housed here 
at Christ Church, has begun open enrollment for the up-
coming 2019-2020 school year  for both the 3-year-old 
class (Tu/Th 9-11 a.m.) and the 4-year-old class (M/W/
F 9 a.m. - noon).  

For more information, please visit 

 www.chapeldaypreschool.com or call (313) 565-2444.   
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Stephanie Mulkern  
Joins Vestry 

Any Memories of HOWARD E. 
BALLENTINE? 

Notes From Your Sexton 
By John Jones 

Vestry was pleased to welcome Stephanie Mulkern as a new 
Vestry member at the meeting on August 18th.  Stephanie 
and her family are very long-standing members of Christ 
Church and she has served our Church in many ways over 
time including on Vestry and as Warden.  Stephanie is pres-
ently taking a leadership role in the Baptized for Life initia-
tive here at Christ Church.  Stephanie will serve on Vestry 
until the end of 2021 to complete the term  left open by the 
untimely passing of Darrell Donakowski in April of this year. 
In accordance with Church Bylaws, Vestry is called to 
promptly fill vacancies that occur between annual meeting, 
by Vestry vote.  There was a unanimous vote to appoint 
Stephanie at the July 14, 2019 Vestry meeting.  We are excit-
ed to have the benefit of Stephanie joining this group and 
greatly appreciate her taking on this role and responsibility. 

We are searching for any information, photos or memories of 
Howard E Ballentine? He was a parishioner of Christ Episco-
pal, who died serving in the Korean War. 
 
Lisa Lark, a local historian, is writing a book about the men 
and women whose names appear on the Dearborn War Me-
morial, now situated on the new plaza in front of the Centen-
nial Library on Michigan Avenue. 
https://cityofdearborn.org/news-and-events/city-
news/1439-dearborn-war-memorial-project 
If you have any information about Howard Ballentine’s life, 
family, or suggestions of whom to contact, let the church of-
fice know, or talk to Carolyn Blackmore, as soon as possible. 

Happy Autumn everyone! My most favorite time of year.  

I would just like to remind folks that leaf raking is just 
around the corner,  (which is somewhat of a monumental 
task) therefore as always I welcome help in that area espe-
cially around November.  

Also I still have some painting projects around the building 
that I hope to get done by winter. In particular; the eave 
painting on the east end of choir room, and back porch area 
of the sexton residence. Also I have a strong desire to repaint 
the fellowship hall before our new liturgical season. This job 
could be done with just a couple volunteers and a couple 
days work. It is much needed and our goal is to brighten up 
the place, make it more warm and cheerful. 

Another project that has been getting pushed back is help 

installing a new cover on our existing “tent shed”. Probably a 
3 person project involving a couple hours. 

These projects are not particularly time consuming, nor la-
bor intensive. But for one person it becomes so. 

Also keep in mind with the proposed increase in parish 
events, I will need some added help with set up, dishes, 
cleanup, etc. 

Remember that this is your church and can only grow by 
active participation and personal responsibility. 

As always I am grateful for my position and my opportuni-
ties to serve God, his children, and his house.  

Peace, light, and love.  

Many thanks to all who         
supported the Soire e Musicale; 
a fundraiser for our Blessings in 
Backpack food ministry. 
We have raised over $1,100. Thank you for your 
generosity. 

Approximately 50 people attended the Soire e,   
enjoying a lovely summer evening of musical     
entertainment, light refreshments and the chance 
to catch up with friends while wandering through 
the garden. 

Carolyn and Manuela (Caruela Duo)  

https://cityofdearborn.org/news-and-events/city-news/1439-dearborn-war-memorial-project
https://cityofdearborn.org/news-and-events/city-news/1439-dearborn-war-memorial-project


6 Christ Episcopal Church        the COURIER 



September  

Celebrations 

Calendar Highlights 

Fellowship 
COFFEE HOUR 
Sunday, 11:15am 

Refreshments in Fellowship Hall follow-
ing the 10 am service.  The sign-up sheet 
is downstairs if you would like to host a 
Sunday. 
 

ST. MARY’S OF BETHANY PRAYER 
GROUP 
Tuesday, 10:30am 
Intercessory prayer offered for the 
needs of those on our current and sus-
taining prayer lists.  Names are read at 
the 11 am Tuesday Eucharist in the 
Chapel. 

Young People 
CHILDREN’S PRAYER ROOM 
Sunday at 10:05am for 3-9 year olds 
during the 10am service.  The children 
leave the church together and meet in 
the Prayer Room for a child friendly ser-
vice with stories and crafts, then return 
to church for communion.  Please con-
tact the church office at 313-565-8450 
or  office@christchurchdearborn.org. 

Health 
MARTIAL ARTS 
Adult Classes 
Wednesday 7pm 
Sunday 2pm 

STRETCHING CLASS 
Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturday month-
ly at 10:30am.  Michael Mroczyk, leader 
of  our Martial Arts Group, is offering 
coaching in a method of effective, dy-
namic, facilitated stretching for all            
interested persons.  The sessions are 
open.  The greatest benefit will be for 
those whose range of motion has atro-
phied.  Come dressed comfortably.  The 
sessions are free of charge.  Donations  
to Christ Church are welcome. 

YOGA 
Tuesdays, 7:15-8:15pm, Room 213 
This is a beginner level hatha class. Ha-
tha links movement with breath.  If you 
have a yoga mat, please bring it. The 
sessions are free of charge.  
 

Upcoming Events 
September 

Sept 2 Office Closed 
Sept 5 Chapel Day Orientation 6:30pm 
Sept 7 Episcopalooza 10am 
Sept 7 League of Women Voters 10am 
Sept 8 Community Brunch 11:15am 
Sept 9 Chapel Day Board 6:30pm 
Sept 9 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Sept 10 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Sept 10 AAUW Meeting 7:30pm 
Sept 14 Safe Church 9am 
Sept 17 DAIN 2pm 
Sept 18 AAUW 3:30pm 
Sept 19 League of Women Voters 6pm 

Sept 20 John Danes Memorial Service 
Sept 22 Adult Forum 
Sept 25 LWV Book Club 5pm 
Sept 28 Dorothy Hartmann Memorial 
 Service 
Sept  29 Vestry Meeting 12:15pm 
 

October 
Oct 1 AAUW Meeting 7:30pm 
Oct 5 League of Women Voters 10am 
Oct 6 Stewardship Forum 
Oct 7 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Oct 8 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Oct 16 AAUW 5:30pm 
Oct 19 Baptized for Life 9am 
Oct 19 League of Women Voters 10am 
Oct 20 Stewardship Forum 
Oct 20 Vestry 12:15pm 
Oct 27 Pumpkin Carving 
 

November 
Nov 2 League of Women Voters 10am 
Nov 4 Scout Leaders 7pm 
Nov 5 Scout PLC Meeting 6:30pm 
Nov 5 AAUW Meeting 7:30pm 
Nov 7 Baptized for Life 6pm 
Nov 10 Stewardship Ingathering 
Nov 16 AAUW 1pm 
Nov 17 Vestry 12:15pm 
Nov 21 Baptized for Life 6pm 
Nov 28 Office Closed—Thanksgiving 
Nov 29 Office Closed 
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BIRTHDAYS 

John Dolega SEPT 1 

Karen Marzonie SEPT 2 

Gwendolyn Logan SEPT 5 

Hannah Wolf SEPT 13 

Monica McLeod SEPT 15 

Matt Quam SEPT 18 

Jonathan Gray SEPT 19 

Maximus Stanis SEPT 21 

Lovetta Pawa SEPT 25 

Martha Amis SEPT 25 

Barbara Hall SEPT 27 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

John and Eleanor Dolega SEPT 2 (65) 

Peter and Lynn Kenney SEPT 18 (48) 

Pictures from our Summer Concert Series 
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OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 

The Rt. Rev. Wendell Gibbs, Jr., Bishop 

The Rev. Terri Pilarski, Rector 

The Rev. Halim Shukair, Curate 

Nick Bell, Sr. Warden 

Lynn Becker, Jr. Warden 

Matthew Sallman, Clerk 

Kevin Green, Treasurer 
 

STAFF 

Erin Biggs, Office Manager 

John Jones, Sexton 

Tess Dowgiallo, Children’s Choir Director 
  

VESTRY 

Jean Angel 

Lynn Becker 

Nick Bell 

Barbara Hall 

Michael Mroczyk 

Stephanie Mulkern 

Holly Schanz 

James Thornton 

Chris Ventura 


